
Today’s	plan
1. Who am	I	planning	for	&	What are	their	needs?

◦ Class	Profile
◦ RTI

2. What are	the	goals	&	How	to	I	stretch	them	to	
represent	the	range?
◦ Planning	Pyramid

3. How do	I	extend	goals	to	create	more	access and	
challenge
◦ Learning	Map



How	to	Build	an	adjustable	“Plane”
Backwards	Design
1.Choose	a	grade	and	topic
2.Choose	big	idea
3.Choose	goals	for	unit
◦ 1/3	content
◦ 2/3	competencies
4.Build	a	Learning	Map



Content
◦What	do	we	need	to	know?

Process
◦What	do	we	need	to	do?

Backwards	Design:	
Choose	the	goals



Backwards	Design
◦ Big	Idea
◦What	do	we	need	to understand?

◦ Content
◦What	do	we	need	to	know?

◦ Curricular	Competencies
◦What	do	we	need	to	do?

Backwards	Design:	
Choose	the	goals



Flipbook	Planning



Flip	Book	Planning

BIG	IDEA

Content

Curricular	
Competencies

Core	
Competencies
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Context
(Teacher	&	Student	interests	
decide	what	kids	need	to	

understand)

Scope	&	Sequence
(Society/department	decides	
what	kids	need	to	know)

Responsive
(Teacher	decides	what	their	

class	needs	to	do)

Responsive
(Kids	decide	what	they/	their	

class	need	to	become)

Shelley	Moore,	2107



What	is	different?	The	ratios!



The	goal	ratios	have	shifted



How	to	Build	an	adjustable	“Plane”
Backwards	Design
1.Choose	a	grade	and	topic
2.Choose	big	idea
3.Choose	goals	for	unit
◦ 1/3	content
◦ 2/3	competencies
4.Build	a	Learning	Map



Learning	Maps
◦Adjustable	curriculum
◦More	than	one	“standard”	designed	for	the	
average
◦Multiple	exit	points
◦Multiple	achievement	measures
◦Start	from	access,	add	on	challenge
◦Different	from	a	rubric



Rubrics	vs.	Learning	Maps

deficit deficit Standard

goal





Rubric



Rubrics	vs.	Learning	Maps

deficit deficit Standard

goal



One	point	rubric

Standard

goal



Extend

Learning	Maps

For	every	goal	there	is	a	negotiation	of	its	range
◦ How	can	we	make	this	goal	more	accessible?
◦ How	can	we	make	this	goal	more	challenging?

FEW
Goal/Standard/Questi
on MOSTALL	Access



Learning	Map

Standard	
(Essential/	Core)

More complex More	complex

goal



Learning	Map



Rubrics	vs.	Learning	Maps

Standard More complex More	complex

goal

goal

goal



It’s	the	journey,	not	the	destination



Course/Subject/Grade(s): Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea: Unit	Guiding	Question:

Goals Access All Most Few Extension

Content:

Cu
rr
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ar
	C
om

pe
te
nc
ie
s

Building	a	Learning	Map!

Grade	Level	Curriculum ChallengePrior	
knowledge



How	to	Build	an	adjustable	“Plane?”
Backwards	Design
1.Choose	a	grade	and	topic
2.Choose	big	idea
3.Choose	goals	for	unit
◦ 1/3	content
◦ 2/3	competencies
4.Stretch	the	goals!



Science	9
N
ee
d	
to
	k
no

w

Need	to	understand

Need	do



Course/Subject/Grade(s): Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea: Unit	Guiding	Question:

Goals

Content:

Cu
rr
ic
ul
ar
	C
om

pe
te
nc
ie
s

Building	a	Learning	Map!



Course/Subject/Grade(s):	Science	9 Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea:	The	biosphere,	geosphere	and	atmosphere	are	
interconnected	as	matter	cycles and	energy	flow	through	them

Unit	Guiding	Question:	Why	do	we	need	the	sun?

Goals

Content:	
Effects	of	Solar	Radiation

Cu
rr
ic
ul
ar
	C
om

pe
te
nc
ie
s:
	

Q
ue

st
io
ni
ng

Sustained intellectual	
curiosity

Make	observations

Hypothesize



Course/Subject/Grade(s):	Science	9 Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea:	The	biosphere,	geosphere	and	atmosphere	are	interconnected	
as	matter	cycles and	energy	flow	through	them

Unit	Guiding	Question:	Why	do	we	need	the	sun?

Goals Access All Most Few Extension

Content:	
Effects	of	Solar	Radiation

I	know	that the	
sun	gives	light

I	know	why	the	
Earth needs	light	
from	the	sun

I	know	solar	radiation

I	know	the	different	types	
of	light	radiation

I	know	the effects of	
solar	energy	on	the	
cycling	of	matter and	
energy on	the	Earth

I	know	the	connection
of	solar	radiation	to	the
water	cycle

I	know	the	connection	of	
solar	radiation	to	wind	
and	ocean	currents

I	know	how	solar
radiation	is	
connected	to	the	
distribution of	
energy	and	
nutrients	around	
the	planet

Cu
rr
ic
ul
ar
	C
om

pe
te
nc
ie
s:
	Q
ue

st
io
ni
ng

Sustained
intellectual	
curiosity

I	can	wonder	
about	about	a	
scientific	topic

I	can	ask	questions	about	
a	scientific	topic

I	can	ask	questions to	
further	my	inquiry	about	
a	scientific	topic

I	can	sustain	my	inquiry	
about	a	scientific	topic
over	time

I	can	sustain	an	
inquiry	about	a	
scientific topic	of	
my	own		interest	
over	time

Make	observations I	can	use my	
senses	to	observe	
and	describe

I	can	make	observations	to
identify	questions about	a	
topic

I	can	observe	to	find	
patterns	to	help	explain	
or	support	a	hypothesis	

I can	observe	&	make	
connections	to	
phenomena	in	the	natural	
world	connected	to	my	
inquiry

I	can	observe
ethically	in	the	
natural	world

Hypothesize I	can	come	up	
with	possible	
explanations to	
my	wonderings

I	can	make	an	informed
hypothesis	about	a	
scientific	question

I	can	come	up	with	
multiple	informed	
hypothesis about	a	
scientific	topic

I	can	formulate	new	
hypothesis	based	on	new	
information	in	an	
scientific	inquiry

I	can	predict
multiple	outcomes	
to my	own inquiry



How	to	Build	an	adjustable	“Plane”
Backwards	Design
1.Choose	a	grade	and	topic
2.Choose	big	idea
3.Choose	goals	for	unit
◦ 1/3	content
◦ 2/3	competencies
4.Build	a	Learning	Map



Math	8:	Pythagorean	Theory



Course/Subject/Grade(s): Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea
(the	circles)

Unit	Guiding	Question
(turning	BIG	IDEA	into	a	question)



Course/Subject/Grade(s): Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea: Unit	Guiding	Question:

Goals Access	(Tier	3) All Most Few	(Tier	1)

Course/Subject/Grade(s):	Math	8 Planning	Team:	Graeme	&	Shelley

Unit	Big	Idea:	The	relationship	between	
surface	area	and	volume	of	3D	objects can	
be	used	to	describe,	measure,	and	compare	
spatial	relationships.

Unit	Guiding	Question:	What	is	Pythagorean	Theory	and	
how	does	Pythagorean	Theory	connect,	relate,	describe	
and	measure,	lines	and	shapes	in	our	world?	

Goals Access	 All Most Few

Example



Course/Subject/Grade(s): Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea: Unit	Guiding	Question:

Goals Access All Most Few

Content



Course/Subject/Grade(s): Planning	Team:

Unit	Big	Idea: Unit	Guiding	Question:

Goals Access All Most Few

Content:

Course/Subject/Grade(s):	Math	8 Planning	Team:	Graeme	&	Shelley

Unit	Big	Idea:	The	relationship	between	
surface	area	and	volume	of	3D	objects can	be	used	
to	describe,	measure,	and	compare	spatial	
relationships.

Unit	Guiding	Question:	What	is	Pythagorean	Theory	and	how	
does	Pythagorean	Theory	connect,	relate,	describe	and	measure,	
lines	and	shapes	in	our	world?	

Access All Most Few

Content:
Pythagorean	
Theorem

I know square root, square, 
area, right triangle, rectangle, 
Squares vs rectangle, square 
compared to other shapes, 
area of square, all sides are 
equal, square root, right 
triangle

I know Pythagorean theorem I know how to derive the 
formula for Pythagorean 
theorem

I know how to find a missing 
side of a right triangle



Reasoning	&	Analysis

Understanding	&	Solving

Communicating	&	Representing

Connecting	&	Reflecting



Course/Subject/Grade(s):	Math	8 Planning	Team:	Graeme	&	Shelley

Unit	Big	Idea:	The	relationship	between	surface	area	and	
volume	of	3D	objects can	be	used	to	describe,	measure,	
and	compare	spatial	relationships.

Unit	Guiding	Question:	What	is	Pythagorean	Theory	and	how	does	Pythagorean	
Theory	connect,	relate,	describe	and	measure,	lines	and	shapes	in	our	world?	

Goals Access All Most Few

Content:
Pythagorean	
Theorem

I know square root, square, 
area, right triangle, rectangle, 
Squares vs rectangle, square 
compared to other shapes, 
area of square, all sides are 
equal, square root, right 
triangle

I know Pythagorean theorem I know how to derive the 
formula for Pythagorean 
theorem

I know how to find a missing 
side of a right triangle

Cu
rr
ic
ul
ar
	C
om

pe
te
nc
ie
s

Reasoning	and	
Analysis	

Estimating by comparing to 
something familiar

Using concrete materials to 
understand above concepts 

Using perfect square 
numbers, I can
build a model using concrete 
materials

Non perfect squares numbers

Drawing pictures/ diagrams

Using non whole numbers

Using/ applying an abstract 
formula

Understanding	
and	Solving

Explore environment to find a 
right triangle OR find a 
rectangle and make it into a 
right triangle 

Use an example connected to 
personal/ familiar experience 

Use an example from a 
context unfamiliar (e.g. word 
problem)

Use an example connected to 
first the first nations 
constellations

Communicating	
and	representing

Using math vocabulary 
(square, square root, 
rectangle, triangle, equal)
Explain and justify your 
thinking in one way 
(abstract/concrete/pictorial)

Using math vocabulary (right 
triangle) 
Explain and justify your 
thinking in one way 
(abstract/concrete/pictorial)

Using math vocabulary 
(Pythagorean theory, formula, 
non-perfect square
Explain and justify your 
thinking in two ways 
(abstract/concrete/pictorial)

Using math vocabulary 

Explain and justify your 
thinking in all ways 
(abstract/concrete/pictorial)

Connecting	and	
reflecting

What does this problem this 
remind you of in the world?

Find another solution to a 
problem

Pose a new problem or 
question

Continuing my	learning	outside	
the	classroom



Course/Subject/Grade(s):	French	8 Planning	Team:	Preddy,	Fischer	&	Moore

Unit	Big	Idea(s):		We	can	express	ourselves	
and	talk	about	the	world	around	us	in	French

Unit	Guiding	Question:	How	is	Canadian culture	similar/	different	to	Francophone	
cultures	around	the	world?

Goals Access All Most Few Challenge

Content:	French	culture I	know	which	
countries	speak	
French	around	the	
world

I	know	specific
facts	about	a	
Francophone	
country

I	know	similarities	
&	differences	
between	a	
Francophone	
country	and	ours

I	know	how	
Francophone	
countries	have	
influences	ours

I	know	how	
Francophone	
Canadians have	
contributed	to	
society

Cu
rr
ic
ul
ar
	C
om

pe
te
nc
ie
s

Identify	&	
Share	info

I	can	identify	a	
place	that	is	
Francophone

I	can	choose	a	
Francophone	
community	and	
describe	it

I	can	identify	
practices	of	a	
Francophone
community	and	
share	it

I	can identify	
traditions	of	a	
Francophone	
community	and	
share	it

I	can	identify	what	
makes	a	
Francophone	
community	unique	
from	others

Describe	
similarities	&	
differences

I	can	compare a	
Francophone	
community	to	my	
own	(model)

I	an	compare	
Francophone	
holidays &	
celebrations	to	my	
own

I	can	compare	
Francophone
practices	to my	
own

I	can	compare	
Francophone
customs &	
traditions to my	
own

I	can	compare	
relevance	of	
Francophone
Holidays	to	my	
own

Exchange	ideas	
&	information	
orally	&	in	
writing

I	can	orally respond	
to	questions	about	
a	Francophone	
community

I	can	ask	and	
answer	questions	
orally	about	a	
Francophone
community

I	can	describe	a	
person	and	their	
interests	in	a	
Francophone
community

I	can	describe	a	
person and	their	
beliefs	in	a	
Francophone
community

I	can	compare	a	
person from	a	
Francophone
community
Characteristics	to	
myself




