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Inclusion and Design

¤What is inclusion?
¤What questions do you have about 

inclusion?
¤How does design impact inclusion?



What is Inclusion?

INTEGRATION
SEGREGATION
EXCLUSION
INCLUSION
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The evolution of inclusion

exclusion segregation integration inclusion

?

How do we move?
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The evolution of inclusion

exclusion segregation integration inclusion teaching
to diversity

How do we move?



What are your colour(s)?

Do we value all colours equally?



How do we support communities of identity?

How do we support communities of diversity?

How do we move away from groups of deficit?



Where did green come from?

¤The “green” kids





19th Century 

- Being right
- Copying/ duplicating
- Listening to the teacher
- Accepting what you 
are told
- Working alone
- Sitting still
- Remembering facts
- Showing respect
- Following instructions
- Being evaluated
- Streaming by skills level

20th Century
- content
- Standardization
- Time - slotted
- One size fits all
- Competition
- Text-based
- Summative tests
- Learning for school
- Streaming by ability
- Teacher as expert
- Proficiency 
benchmarks
- Single perspective
- Knowledge transmission

21st Century

- Being adventurous
- Being creative
- Working with others
- Imagining multiple 
solutions
- Questioning things
- Showing initiative
- Persevering
- Taking responsibility
- Learning for life
- Self evaluation

21st Century Schools, 2010

The Evolution of Curriculum

+    Knowledge +     Competency

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018

Skills



The evolution of curriculum

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018







The Education Trifecta!

21st century 
learners

21st century 
curriculum

21st century 
educators



Green = Average

¤The “green” kids



The End of Average!



The Airplane Dilemma…

Designing INDIVIDUAL planes for 
every pilot is not efficient!

AND

Designing ONE plane for EVERY 
pilot is not effective!

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



The Curricular Dilemma…

Designing INDIVIDUAL curricula for 
every learner is not efficient!

AND

Designing ONE curriculum for 
EVERY student is not effective!

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



A solution….

An ADJUSTABLE plane, designed for 
a range of dimensions

OR

An ADJUSTABLE curriculum, 
designed for a range of diversity

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



Design is the MOST 
underutilized support!

StudentsCurriculum
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Design is the MOST 
underutilized support!
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How can we design an adjustable plane?

¤ Who are our pilots?
¤ Getting to know who the pilots are and their range of dimensions

¤ What is the plane they are flying?
¤ Designing planes with purpose in mind (e.g. fighter plane, cargo plane, 

passenger plane, etc.)

¤ How is the plane responsive to the pilots dimensions?
¤ Designing planes with both access and extension as well as considering 

specific supports needed for this group of pilots

¤ How are we teaching pilots to make the adjustments they need 
to fly the plane?
¤ Pilots knowing what they need to fit into and fly the plane

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



How can we design an adjustable curriculum?

¤ Who are our Learners?
¤ Getting to know who are learners are and their their range of diversity

¤ What is the curriculum we are using?
¤ Designing curriculum with goals in mind (e.g. math, reading, behaviour, home Ec, 

etc.)

¤ How is the curriculum responsive to the learners?
¤ Designing curriculum with both access and challenge as well as considering specific 

supports needed for  this group of learners

¤ How are we teaching students to make the adjustments they need to 
use the curriculum?
¤ Students knowing what they need to fit into and use the curriculum

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



How can we design an 
adjustable curriculum?

¤Who are our Learners
¤Getting to know who are learners are 

and their their range of diversity

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



Learning with diversity 
through a strength 

based lens

Learning about the diversity of 

learners is like finding their 

dimensions, we aim to capture

what they bring, not what they 

are missing or cannot do…
2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



What’s the difference between strength based 
& deficit based thinking?

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



What is useful so far?
An idea?

A question?
A thought?
A strategy?



Class Profile: 

Interests:

Group Strengths Group Stretches

Individual Considerations

(adapted from Brownlie & King, 2000)

Class Wide Competencies to TargetClass Wide Universal Supports/ 
Structures

Medical Language Learning Socio-Emotional Other

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



Class Profile: Grade 9 Math

Interests: friends, each other, grades are a motivator, movies, comics, video games 

Classroom Strengths
- Social, funny, technology/ gaming
- Aware of their needs, know their strengths 
- Advocate for help
- Need to move
- They want to do well
- Being outside

Classroom Stretches
- Building more strategies to SRL
- Balancing social and productivity/ learning
- Managing the use of supports and space
- Being responsible and self aware to support self and 

others
- Attention 

Individual Considerations

(Brownlie & King, 2000)

Class wide supports/structures
- Flexible seating, choice of representing learning, 
hands on learning, assessment connected to curricular 
competencies, multiple intelligence structures/ 
supports, time to work together, growth mindset, get 
outside for learning, games for learning activities

Class wide competencies
- Communication (strength)
- Personal awareness & responsibility
- Creative thinking

Medical
K.M. (FAS)

Language
A.P. – ELL
F.A - ELL

Learning
CH – LD
PA, RG, MK, KM

Socio-Emotional
CH (withdrawn)
MK, OW

Self Regulation
KL (movement)
IH, TK, BM 
(handing in things)



Of Support

Co-teaching
Working with small groups

Finding/creating materials & resources

Observation & Consultation 
Co-planning

34

Brownlie & King, 2011Supporting an EA
Setting up technology



Collaborative support models



Input 
Adapting the way instruction is 
delivered to the learner 

Example: Use different visual 
aids, concrete examples, hands 
on activities, cooperative 
groupings

Difficulty 
Adapt the skill level, problem 
type or rules of how the learner 
may approach the work 
Example: Allow a calculator, 
simply directions

Degree of participation 
Adapt the extent to which a 
learner is actively involved in the 
task 
Example: In PE, student is I 
charge of scoring, while others 
play game

Output 
Adapt how the learner responds 
to instruction 
Example: allow verbal vs. written 
response, allow students to 
choose method of expression

Level of Support 
Increase the amount of help the 
learner receives 

Example: Assign peer buddies, 
peer tutors, or educational 
assistants

Alternate goals 
Adapt the goal or outcomes 
while using the same materials 
Example: In social studies, 
expect a student to find 
provinces on a map while other 
find provinces and capitals

Time 
Adapt the time allowed for 
learning or task completion 
Example: extend time if needed

Size 
Adapt the number of items that 
the learner is expected to learn 
or complete 
Example: reduce the number of 
math questions around a 
concept

Parallel  curriculum 
Provide the different instruction 
and materials to meet individual 
goals 
e.g. a task that is similar to class 
– meet the same goals, but is 
individualized

http://www.spannj.org/pti/Curriculum_Modifications_and_Adaptations.pdf





Supporting ALL Learners

RTI

Response to Intervention



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Inclusion Planning Workshop Shelley 
Moore 2017
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Early intervention of support

Assess the Kids Early 
Educators regulate their supports

The role of special education historically…



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for a DIVERSE group 
using RTI

No Support

Adaptation/
Targeted intervention

Modification/
Intensive intervention





Adaptations and Modifications 
vs. 

Inclusive Supports 

¤Supports are designed for specific 
students BEFORE teaching

¤ALL students can access supports 
regardless of ability DURING teaching

¤ No need to do any accommodations after the fact



Early intervention of support

Assess the Environment
Teach the Supports to ALL

Instruction
Evolving Support structures…



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle
Lens:

Inclusion Planning Workshop Shelley 
Moore 2017
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Who needs 
the most 
support?

Who need the 
most 

challenge?



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle
Lens: waking 
up

Inclusion Planning Workshop Shelley 
Moore 2017
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Who needs 
the most 
support?

Who need the 
most 

challenge?
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Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for a DIVERSE group

Universal Support

More 
Support

Even 
More 
Support



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for Diverse Classes
Lens: Math

Even 
More 
Support

-

-ML, MG, 
AF 

AA, KSP, SM, 
DF, SD, IO, VD

SL, JM, JZ, ZZ, ND

OA, KE, KB

- Large visuals
- Close to the board
- white board 
instructions on desk
- Hands on activity
- pictures
- Real life 

connection
- Encouragement

- Quiet space, enclosed area
- Repeat directions/ visual 

reference
- Frequent check ins
- Help getting started 
- pictures, manipulatives
- JZ – works with SD & IO

- 45 minute learning chunks/ Active breaks
- Hands on activities
- Vertical surfaces
- Choice of output (build, draw, write)
- Choice of questions (pick 2 or 3)
- Working in groups/ partners
- Visual check lists/ I can statement
- Choice of challenge

Universal 
Support

More 
Support

RTI/MTLS Planning Template Shelley 
Moore 2018



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle
Lens: Science 10 

Co-planning for All Shelley 
Moore 2013

Rocky
Keelor

Keisha

Jordyn
Jamie
Johnny 

Sarah
Michael
Raven
Colten

Rae Josh H. Adam K.

Kaitlyn Blake Jared Josh N. Nick C.

Reece
Joel Kyle

Isaiah



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle
Lens: PE 11

Co-planning for All Shelley 
Moore 2013

-Annie
- Kaen
- Laural

- Danielle     - Kory - Anna
- - Ryan S.           - Brian B.     - Josh 
- Riley - Kyle - Tomas

- - Kristen - Sara
- Donny - Denby - Sheldon -

Keaston
- Lauryn - Emily - Kayden - Sem
- Lucas



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle: Grade 8
Lens: Math/Creative thinking

Co-planning for All Shelley Moore 2016
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Jade

Jade

Site Caden Breann
Rache Annabel Johnathan

Ethan
Kendra Alyssa

Eric Z
Joanna Monica

Alexandria

Kendra Alyssa
Eric

Monica
Alexandria

Sara  Jennilyn
Aiden Breanna
Kim Kayl Kelly    

Nadia Aida Sam 
Maria   Megan  Jackson

Site Caden
Breann

Rache Annabel 
Johnathan Ethan

Breanna
Kim

Sara  Jennilyn
Aiden Breanna
Kim Kayl Kelly    

Nadia Aida Sam 
Maria   Megan  Jackson



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle: Hum 8
Lens: Personal Awareness & Responsibility

Kenny

Kendra Alyssa
Eric Cathy X.   Cathy 

Z
Joanna

Monica

Alexandria

Aiden Sara
Jennilyn Breanna Kim Kayla

Kelly    Nadia Aida Sam Maria
Megan Jackson Siteah

Max Michael
Rachel Annabel

Johnathan Ethan

- Body zone/ tools
- 11 min. lessons (timer)
- Choice of where to 
work
- Option to work alone
- Connect to interest
-

- Text at different reading 
levels
- Text from multiple 
perspectives
- Indigenous text
- oral language option

- Choice of text
- Group work
- Choice of expression (letter, 
comic, conversation)
- Teach new format (3D model)
- Choice of complexity



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for Diverse Classes
Lens: Math 7

Even 
More 
Support

-

-ML, MG, 
AF 

AA, KSP, SM, 
DF, SD, IO, VD

SL, JM, JZ, ZZ, ND

OA, KE, KB

- Large visuals
- Close to the board
- white board 
instructions on desk
- Hands on activity
- pictures
- Real life 

connection
- Encouragement

- Quiet space, enclosed area
- Repeat directions/ visual 

reference
- Frequent check ins
- Help getting started 
- pictures, manipulatives
- JZ – works with SD & IO

- 45 minute learning chunks/ Active breaks
- Hands on activities
- Vertical surfaces
- Choice of output (build, draw, write)
- Choice of questions (pick 2 or 3)
- Working in groups/ partners
- Visual check lists/ I can statement
- Choice of challenge

Universal 
Support

More 
Support

RTI/MTLS Planning Template Shelley 
Moore 2018



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for a DIVERSE group
- BEHAVIOUR Supports Gr. 11

Universal 
Support

More 
Support

Even 
More 
Support

- TA, 
TB, LB, 
PM, 
CR

- MA, PL, RO, 
LS, AS, MP, EJ, 
AB, NC, JV

- AA, ED, DK, JR, KN, KS, 
KV, JB, SS

- JBS 

- Positive attention, chance to 
breaks 
- Accessibility
- Fidget tools, chance to 
move, standing, (teaching the 
supports), verbal output, 
positive attention, 
- Social supports - LB, 
teaching group structures, 
strategic groupings, 
scaffolded task

- proximity, 
reminders, check ins, 
asking why? 
Assessing needs, 
talking

- Co regulating strategies 

- structure, explicit teaching around 
supports, and strategies, choice, 



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle
Lens:



RTI Triangle
Grade/Course/Subject (place)

_____________________________

Lens 1:

_____________________________

Lens 2:

_____________________________

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Students who need 
the most support

Students who 
need the most 
challenge

Curricular Competency



Literacy Numeracy

Behaviour Social Emotional



Tier 1
Universal

Tier 1 + 2
Universal + Targeted

Tier 1 + 2 + 3
Universal + Targeted + Essential

RTI Support Plan: 
Lens:



How can we design an adjustable curriculum?

¤ Who are our Learners?
¤ Getting to know who are learners are and their their range of diversity

¤ What is the curriculum we are using?
¤ Designing curriculum with goals in mind (e.g. math, reading, behaviour, home Ec, 

etc.)

¤ How is the curriculum responsive to the learners?
¤ Designing curriculum with both access and challenge as well as considering specific 

supports needed for  this group of learners

¤ How are we teaching students to make the adjustments they need to 
use the curriculum?
¤ Students knowing what they need to fit into and use the curriculum

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018



Teaching (and Learning)  to Goals, not activities



Activity/Task 

Goals

Goals

Goals

Goals

Activity

Activity

Activity

Forward Design

Same for Everyone

Same for Everyone

Differentiated

DifferentiatedBackward Design

2018 Summer Institute for Inclusive Learning Shelley Moore, 2018

McTigue, 2010



Keep in mind…

“It is not about finding 
the answer…It is about 
finding out what is 
useful.”

¤Bruce Beairsto



One thing..

¤What is one USEFUL thing from today?

¤What do you want to try?

¤What is your next steps?

¤Who & what can support you?

¤What can you bring back to share next 
time?



Recommended Resources
Butler, D. L., Schnellert, L., & Perry, N. 

E. (2016). Developing self-
regulating learners. Don Mills, 
ON: Pearson.



Schnellert, L., Watson, L., & N. Widdess
(2015). It’s all about thinking: Building 
pathways for all learners in the middle 
years. Portage and Main. Chapter One.

Brownlie, F., Fullerton, C., & Schnellert, L. 
(2011). It’s all about thinking: 
Collaborating to support all learners in 
mathematics and science. Portage and 
Main. Chapter One.

Brownlie, F., & Schnellert, L. (2009). It’s all 
about thinking: Collaborating to support 
all learners in social studies, English, & 
humanities. Portage and Main. Chapter 
One.

Schnellert, L., Datoo, M., Ediger, K., & Panas, 
J. (2009). Pulling together: Integrating 
inquiry, assessment, & instruction in 
today’s English classroom. Pembroke. 
Chapter One.



Brownlie, F., Feniak, C., & 
L. Schnellert (2006). 
Student diversity. 
Pembroke.

Moore, S. (2016). One without 
the other: Stories of unity 
through diversity and 
inclusion. Portage & Main.

New Edition this Fall!!!
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