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Example: Grade 6/7 class

• Inclusive Learning Communities Project
• Classroom Teacher/ Resource Teacher/ Facilitator
• Inquiry question: What happens when we collaborate to plan using 

inclusive teaching strategies to respond to the range of diversity in a 
Language Arts Unit?
• Focus on 21st learning competencies and skills
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?
- Text at different reading 
levels
- Text from multiple 
perspectives
- Indigenous text
- oral language option
Attend to vocabulary

- Choice of text, Group work
- Choice of expression (letter, 
comic, conversation)
- Teach new format (3D model)
- Choice of complexity
- Literature circles





Planning & Instruction that is 
goal based, not task based



Backward Design

Activity/Task 
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Forward Design

Same for Everyone

Same for Everyone

Differentiated

Diffferentiated



Competency Curriculum
Students will become competent at personal awareness and 
responsibility by…



Making the plan! Backwards Design

• Essential Question: What does it mean to be personally 
aware and responsible and how can this help me in my life 
inside and outside of school?
• Targeted Goals: Self determination/ Self Regulation
• Key Vocabulary: goal, celebrate, effort, accomplishment, 

persevere, advocate, plan, initiative
• Performance tasks

• 1. create a 3D model that represents your understanding of being 
personally aware & responsible 
• Choose to work individually or with a partner, choose level of challenge

• 2. Describe how being personally aware & responsible connects to 
and can help you in your own life
• Choose from writing a letter, drawing a comic, having a meeting; choose 

level of challenge





Start from access, build on challenge: 
Planning Pyramid

Even More 
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Goal for ALL
- I can celebrate my efforts and accomplishments
(self determination)
- I can persevere through challenging tasks 
(self regulation)

I can become competent at personal awareness and 
responsibility by…

Goal for MOST
-I can advocate for my myself and my ideas (self 
determination)
I can implement a plan that I have made to meet 
a goal (self regulation)

Goal for FEW
- I can take initiative and make change in 

myself and the world (self determination)
- I can adjust a plan that I have made to 

meet a goal (self regulation)



Even more 
goals

More goals

Goals

Access

Challenge

5. Planning for the RANGE: Extending for further access and challenge



Goal for ALL 
- I can celebrate my efforts and accomplishments
(self determination)
- I can persevere through challenging tasks 
(self regulation)

Extend access and/or challenge

Goal for MOST
-I can advocate for my myself and my ideas (self 
determination)
I can implement a plan that I have made to meet 
a goal (self regulation)

Access Goal
- I can accomplish a goal

that I set

Goal for FEW
- I can take initiative and make change in 

myself and the world (self determination)
- I can adjust a plan that I have made to 

meet a goal (self regulation)



The Lessons!
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- Body zone/ tools
- 11 min. lessons (timer)
- Choice of where to 
work
- Option to work alone
- Connect to interest
-

- Text at different reading 
levels
- Text from multiple 
perspectives
- Indigenous text
- oral language option

- Choice of text
- Group work
- Choice of expression (letter, 
comic, conversation)
- Teach new format (3D model)
- Choice of complexity



Goal for ALL 
- I can celebrate my efforts and accomplishments
(self determination)
- I can persevere through challenging tasks 
(self regulation)

Extend access and/or challenge

Goal for MOST
-I can advocate for my myself and my ideas (self 
determination)
I can implement a plan that I have made to meet 
a goal (self regulation)

Access Goal
- I can accomplish a goal

that I set

Goal for FEW
- I can take initiative and make change in 

myself and the world (self determination)
- I can adjust a plan that I have made to 

meet a goal (self regulation)








