




•What is Student Agency?

•Why is Student Agency 
Important?

•How do we support the 
development of  student 
agency?
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What is Student Agency?

Agency: Where a person has the right to manage 
decisions and choices, to control positive outcomes in 
their life.

- Michael Wehmeyer, 

Student Agency: Where a student has the right 
to manage decisions and choices, to control positive 
outcomes in their learning.

Shelley Moore, 2021



Why is Student Agency Important?
• Student agency is playing a central role in curricular reform 

movements worldwide for all students, and emphasizes 
putting students in control of their learning

• Student agency is connected to skills needed for society today 
and tomorrow and focuses on supporting students to: 

• Make choices
• Make decisions
• Solve problems
• Set goals
• Self-regulate
• Self advocate
• Be self aware

- Ghobary, 2007 Wehmeyer, 2006 
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How do we support Student Agency?

All students need to:
• Know who they are as a person and a learner
• Know their strengths & interests
• Know their stretches & needs
• Be included in goal setting and/or understand why a goal 

is important to their learning and life
• Know and choose what supports and strategies they need 

to meet a goal
• Know when they have met a goal or how to adjust a goal

if needed
• Be able to show how they have met a goal
• Know what a next step in learning could be
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Where could we start?
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Class Review for : Teacher: Date:

We can plan for our students by getting to know the:
Interests & Identities of the class Classroom Strengths Classroom Stretches

Based on the interests, strengths and stretches of this class:

The BIG question or inquiry I have for this class:

We can try to answer this question 
by making a plan to try something 
new:

We can answer these question by reducing barriers in the classroom:

Decision: Something I want to try Decision: Barriers to Learning (UDL) Decision: Barriers to Equity 
(Reconciliation)

We can meet this goal(s) by targeting core competencies chosen as a community:
Decision: Targeted competencies to target for this class
Teacher Lens:
Class Lens:

The Class Review – Brownlie, F & King, J, 2011 adapted by S. Moore, 2021
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What are some things that I like, or I am  
interested in? Or what do I want to 

learn more about?

What are some things that I am  
really good at? Things that I can 

help others with?

What are some communities or 
groups that I belong to?

Who am I? _________________________

What are some things that I need 
to work on? 

What are some things that I can 
use or do to help me learn? Or 

pay attention? Or keep me 
interested?

What are some things in my life  that 
get in the way of my learning?  Or make 

it hard for me to learn?

What are some things that other 
teachers have done that really help me 
to learn? Or to pay attention? Orr keep 

me interested?

What are some things that 
happen in classrooms or schools 

that make it hard for me to 
learn? 

What am I hoping to get out of 
this class? Or this year?

THIS IS ME!
Who Am I? Profile, Adapted from Schnellert & Brownlie, 2011 S. Moore, 2020



What are my dimensions?

Streng
ths

Interests

Identities

Goals

Needs
Supports

Strate
gies

Dimensions: what you ARE, not what you’re NOT?
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What are your Identities?

• What communities do I belong to?
• What colours are bright for me?
• What colours are important to me?
• What colours are areas of strength or 

passion?
• What colours are bright at school?
• What colours are bright outside of 

school?
• How have my communities changed 

over time?
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What are my interests?

• What are some things that I like? or I 
am  interested in? 

• What are some things that I am 
passionate about?

• What do I want to learn more about?
• What do I spend a lot of time thinking 

about?
• What do I wish I could do more of?
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What are my strengths??

• What are some things that I am  
really good at? 

• What are things I can do on my 
own?

• What are some things that I can 
help others with or teach to 
others?
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What are my stretches??

• What do I need to get better 
at?

• Things that I can control
• Things that are hard, but am 

getting better at?
• Things I need some support 

with?
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What are my needs??
• What effects my learning that is out of my control?
• What effects me at school and at in life?
• What will I need support for for a long time?
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What are supports that can help me?
• What are some tools that I can use to help me learn? 
• What tools help me to pay attention and keeps me interested?

What are strategies that can help me?
• What are some actions that I can do to help me learn? 
• What are some actions of others that help me learn?
• These actions help me to pay attention and keeps me 

interested?
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What are my goals??

• How can I make a plan to target my 
stretches?

• What do I want to get better at this year at 
school? At home? In life

• What do I want to learn more about this 
year?

• Where do I see myself in 25 year?
• What goals do I have for my future?
• What competencies (or sub competencies) 

do I want to target?
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Individual Education Plans (IEPs)

• Page 1 of IEP
• Student Profile
• Learner Profile
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School: Student Profile

Who am I as a person?

Name Age

Grade Year

A little about me…

Words that I or others might 
use to describe me and/or 
who I am as a person

My identities are:

Things I spend a lot of time 
doing, and/or things I want to 
learn about

My interests are:

Things I want my teachers to 
know about me/ things that 
will help others understand 
me better

My needs are:
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What about students who communicate in ways 
other than words or speech?

Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Shelley Moore, 2021



Keeping Student Agency Central 

- Involve students in educational planning and decision 
making

- Teach students to direct their own learning
- Presume competence and communicate high 

expectations to students and family
- Emphasize interests and strengths of students
- Promote active problem solving that involves the 

student
- Give students opportunities to make choices
- Partner with families and care givers to ensure 

meaningful involvement
Wehmeyer, Michael
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Reflecting and Action

• What is useful from today?
• What is something you want to share with 

someone else?
• How does this session connect with what you are 

already doing in your contexts?
• How does this session connect to the previous 

session?
• What questions are coming up for you?
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