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• What is purposeful & responsive planning?

• Why is purposeful & responsive planning 
important?

• How do we connect purposeful & responsive 
planning to an I & CB IEP?

• How does purposeful & responsive planning 
support the development of student agency 
and self-determination?

Today’s Session
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What is Purposeful Planning?
Purpose helps us make Places meaningful!

All of us navigate 3 purposes in every place we are in:
• Personal Purpose
• Social Purpose
• Intellectual/Learning Purpose

These purposes make it so that we are more than just 
existing in a location, and instead gives us meaningful
roles & responsibilities in a community

Having purpose in a place is connected to us feeling  
like we belong in a community
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Personal Purpose
• Roles & responsibilities connected to how an 

individual can be successful in a community
• How can we support individual identity?
• How can we support positive behaviour?
• How can we support individual identity, awareness and 

regulation?
• How can a community support individuals to personally 

belong?
• How can we co-construct a personal vision for a 

successful community that considers all the individuals 
within it?

Personal
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Social Purpose
• Roles & responsibilities connected to how a 

community can be successful together
• How can we support social identity?
• How can we support positive interactions and 

communication?
• How can we support social awareness, responsibility, 

and collaboration?
• How can a community support individuals to socially 

belong?
• How can we co-construct a social vision for a successful 

community that considers all the individuals within it?

Social
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Intellectual/ Learning Purpose
• Roles & responsibilities connected to how a 

community can learn successfully together
• How can we support intellectual identity?
• How can we support positive learning experiences?
• How can we honour multiple ways of learning and 

knowing, critical and creative thinking?
• How can a community support individuals to 

intellectually belong?
• How can we co-construct an intellectual vision for a 

successful community that considers all the individuals 
within it?

Intellectual
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What is Purposeful Planning?

Historically, however…
These three areas often correspond with an individual’s areas of 
deficit:

1. Personal – Behaviour Deficits
2. Social – Communication & Social Skills Deficits
3. Intellectual – Learning Deficits

This has led to IEPs focusing on deficit-based goals and 
programming

This programming is often connected to receiving services and 
support in these areas in another place

I & CBIEPs Session 4 Shelley Moore, 2021



Historical Special Education: 
Pull students out to address deficit areas
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SocialIntellectual

Personal
Place

Inclusive Education: Focus on balancing all areas for 
everyone in a community

I & CBIEPs Session 4 Shelley Moore, 2021



Think of a Place?
Where is a place where you feel like you belong in that community?
• School, church, sports team, family events, book club, choir etc.

• What are the different roles and responsibilities that you have, in this 
place?

• How do these roles 
support your sense of 
belonging in this place?

• How could using this
framework help teams to 
anticipate purposes, so that 
students can have roles &
responsibilities in inclusive 
classrooms that might
support a sense of belonging?

SocialIntellectual

PersonalPlace
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What is Responsive Planning? 

• The opposite of standardized planning
• Not assessing for deficit areas and setting goals based on 

where students “should” be
• Reflecting holistically as an individual in a community, and 

setting goals based on where students “could” be
• Providing space for students and families to reflect on 

purpose areas
• Making individuals plans that use strengths to target 

stretches
• Evolve to a more holistic “current level of performance?”
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SocialIntellectual

Personal
Place

Replacing “Current Level of Performance” with “what are my 
strengths & stretches, and how can I work towards balance as a 

contributing individual in a community?”

What is Responsive Planning? 
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Why is Purposeful & Responsive Planning Important?

• Focusing on an individual’s roles & responsibilities that are 
connected to belonging to a community

• Shifts away from targeting individual’s deficits in isolation 
and towards their holistically building on their strengths 
and contributions in a community

• Ensures students are more than just integrated, or existing 
in a classroom (which often leads to challenging 
behaviour)

• Keeps student and family priorities and values front and 
center to the IEP process
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How does Purposeful & 
Responsive Planning 

connect to the I & CB IEP ?
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Inclusive & Competency Based IEP

• Page 1
• Student Details
• Personal Profile
• Learner Profile
• Determine Focus Areas
• Connect to Competencies
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I & CBIEP Example
• Geeshan
• Grade 11
• ICBIEP Page 1
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I & CBIEP Example
• Nella
• Grade 8
• ICBIEP Page 1
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Student Details & Personal Profile
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Geeshan Gr. 11
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Nella Gr. 8
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The Learning Profile & Focus Areas
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Learning Profile & Focus Areas: 
Purposeful & Holistic Reflection
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Example Geeshan: Learning Profile

• Purposeful Reflection of strengths & 
stretches in 3 areas: personal, social
and intellectual/ learning

• This process replaces “current level of performance” 
• This process must include voice of student and family
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Example Nella: Learning Profile
• Purposeful Reflection of strengths & 

stretches in 3 areas: personal, social
and intellectual/ learning

• This process replaces “current level of performance” 
• This process must include voice of student and family
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Example Geeshan: Choosing Focus Areas

• Based on strengths and stretches, goal 
areas are then determined

• Focus on balance 

• Determined by student and family
• One, two or all three goal areas can be chosen
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Example Nella: Choosing Focus Areas

• Based on strengths and stretches, goal 
areas are then determined

• Focus on balance 

• Determined by student and family
• One, two or all three goal areas can be chosen
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Example Geeshan: Connecting to Competencies

• Focus areas that are chosen are 
connected to specific competencies

• Knowing the specific competencies will help with 
constructing I & CBIEP goals
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Example Nella: Connecting to Competencies

• Focus areas that are chosen are 
connected to specific competencies

• Knowing the specific competencies will help with 
constructing I & CBIEP goals
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British Columbia’s Core Competencies
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British Columbia’s Core Competencies

SocialIntellectual

Personal
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SocialIntellectual

PersonalPlace

Competencies: Connected to Inclusive Focus Areas

• Personal awareness & 
responsibility

• Positive personal identity 
& culture

• Communication
• Collaboration
• Social awareness & 

responsibility

• Critical & 
reflective thinking

• Creative thinking
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What are Competencies?

How do Alberta competencies
connect to the 3 inclusive lenses? 
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How does purposeful & 
responsive planning 
support the development 
of student agency and 
self-determination?
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Reflecting

• What is useful from today?
• What is something you want to share with 

someone else?
• How does this session connect with what you are 

already doing in your contexts?
• How does this session connect to the previous 

session?
• What questions are coming up for you?
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Taking Action

• Choose a student
• Gather evidence for personal profile
• Gather evidence for learning profile
• Co-construct first page of I & CB IEP
• Decide with student and/or family which 

focus areas to target
• Familiarize yourself with competencies

connected to the 3 inclusive focus areas 
(either BC’s or your own jurisdictions)
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