




What Infrastructure can 
be put in place that will 

make choosing 
inclusion easier?



What does the Research Say?

1. Guiding conditions of inclusion describe that all students...
are presumed 
competent

are enrolled in 
and attending 
curricular classes

are in proximity to 
and participating 
in learning with 
peers

have purposeful 
roles and 
responsibilities

are planned for

2. Teacher professional development that...

supports collaboration and the 
changing roles of educators & 
support staff

is situated, ongoing and 
inquiry based

3. Systems frameworks that ...

support Universal Design 
for Learning

move away from a 
medical & deficit-based 
model of special 
education (IEPS)

Student Infrastructure

Teacher & Staffing Infrastructure

School & District Infrastructure



What is ALREADY 
happening to support 

inclusion in your context?



What does the Research Say?

1. Guiding conditions of inclusion describe that all students...
are enrolled in 
and attending 
curricular classes

are presumed 
competent

are in proximity to 
and participating 
in learning with 
peers

have purposeful 
roles and 
responsibilities

are planned for

2. Teacher professional development that...

supports collaboration and the 
changing roles of educators & 
support staff

is situated, ongoing and 
inquiry based

3. Systems frameworks that ...

support Universal Design 
for Learning

move away from a 
medical & deficit-based 
model of special 
education (IEPS)

Student Infrastructure

Teacher & Staffing Infrastructure

School & District Infrastructure



What are barriers??



Finding the Balance for Enrollment
• Strategic Planning

• Students are in classrooms with diverse peers 
• Students are working within the same curriculum as peers
• Students have a Replacement Curricular Goal at an accessible level 

• Explicit Planning
• Students can be in smaller classrooms/groups with their identity 

peers
• Students are working on cognitively appropriate or developmental 

goals (i.e., literacy, numeracy, life skills, OT, PT, SLP, toileting, eating, 
work experience etc.)

• Explicit goals can still be met in inclusive classroom settings
• Students have a Supplemental Curricular Goal at a developmental 

level

ALL students are enrolled in & attending grade-
based curricular classes with their peers

Guiding Conditions & Structures of Inclusion: Place

Shelley Moore, 2019



Guiding Ratios for 
Inclusive Program Planning for Students with 

Intellectual Disabilities
Grade % Strategic Instruction/ 

day
% Explicit Instruction/ 

day

K-7 100% Max 20%

8-9 75 % 25 %

10-11 50 % 50 %

12 – 12+ 25% 75%



Josh’s Enrolled Courses: Grade 8
Block Term 1 Term 2

A Support Block 
(OT/PT/SLP)

(Literacy/Numeracy/ Life Skills)

Hum 8
(non-choice academic)

Break

B Sci 8 or Math 8
(Choice academic) PE 11/12 (non-choice elective)

C
Fine Art Rotation (non-choice elective)

Support Block 
(OT/PT/SLP)

(Literacy/Numeracy/ Life Skills)

Lunch
D Hum 8

(non-choice academic) Tech Rotation (non-choice elective)



Amy’s Enrolled Courses: Grade 11
Block Term 1 Term 2

A Support Block 
(OT/PT/SLP)

(Literacy/Numeracy/ Life Skills)
English 11 (choice academic)

Break

B Bio 11 (Choice academic) PE 11/12 (non-choice elective)

C
Textiles 11/12 (Choice elective)

Support Block 
(OT/PT/SLP)

(Literacy/Numeracy/ Life Skills)

Lunch

D Work Experience (Volunteer)/Life Skills Work Experience (PAID)



• Inclusive environments, more so than segregated, 
provide more opportunities to:
• engage in interesting and age-appropriate curriculum
• interact with nondisabled peers
• access universal supports 
• negotiate expectations of settings as one does in 

daily life
• Increase in personal wellbeing, fewer absences from 

school, increased motivation to learn, higher school 
completion, and better outcomes after high school in 
the areas of employment and independent living 

Shelley Moore, 2019

ALL students are enrolled in & attending grade-
based curricular classes with their peers

Guiding Conditions & Structures of Inclusion: Place



Strategy: Place Alignment Planner

• For students who are not enrolled in any places
• For students who are partially enrolled in some places
• For students who are partially attending some places
• For students who are existing, but not belonging in an 

inclusive place 
•NOT for students who are already enrolled and 

attending successfully
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Reflecting

• What is useful from today?
• What is something you want to share with someone else?
• How does this session connect with what you are already doing in 

your contexts?
• How does this session connect to the previous session?
• What questions are coming up for you?
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