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What types of goal are in the curriculum?
• Content
• What do we need to know?

• Process
• What do we need to do?

Backwards Design: Previous Curriculum



• Backwards Design
• Big Idea
• What do we need to understand?

• Content
• What do we need to know?

• Process/Skills
• What do we need to do?

• Competencies
• Who do we need to become?

Backwards Design: 
What are the GOALS?



Grade: Subject Area: Planning Team:

Big Idea(s): What do I need to Understand? Unit Guiding Question(s):

Key Vocabulary:

Curricular Language Student Friendly Language

What do students need to know?
Knowledge Goals

I know

What do students need to do?
Skills/Process Goals

I can

What do students need to do?
Skills/Process Goals

I can

What do students need to do?
Skills/Process Goals

I can

Who do student need to be?
Competency Goals

I can become/ I am…



Grade: 9 Subject Area: Social Studies Planning Team: Heather, Jenny, Shelley

Big Idea: Exploration, expansion, and colonization had varying 
consequences for different groups

Unit Guiding Question(s):  Where are the traces of exploration, expansion 
and/or colonialization in our community and the world? What artifacts 
remain and/or are being created to honour the past, present and future in 
ethical ways?

Curriculum Student Friendly Goals

Content Goal 1: exploration, expansion, and colonization I know exploration
I know expansion
I know colonization
I know how they are connected

Curricular 
Competency Goal:

Determine which causes most influenced particular 
decisions, actions, or events, and assess their short-
and long-term consequences (cause and 
consequence)

I can describe what influences causes (actions and events)
I can figure out the short and long term consequences (effects)

Curricular 
Competency Goal:

Explain different perspectives on past or present 
people, places, issues, or events, and compare the 
values, worldviews, and beliefs of human cultures 
and societies in different times and 
places (perspective)

I can explain different perspectives
I can compare different perspectives

Curricular 
Competency Goal:

Make ethical judgments about past events, 
decisions, or actions, and assess the limitations of 
drawing direct lessons from the past (ethical 
judgment)

I can make ethical judgements
I can assess historical perspectives

Shelley Moore, 2021
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English 11 Use Backward Design to Identify 
Big Ideas and Guiding Questions 

Big Ideas

• First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present and future.

• New media influence people’s understanding of community

Guiding Questions 

• How are First Peoples using digital spaces to share stories of identity?

• How can digital spaces be used as an opportunity to share issues important to First Peoples?

• What are the impacts on the reader/listener/viewer of the change in the medium (delivery) of story?

• How can I respond using digital platforms?



Identify Learning Standards

Content Competencies

ü I know new media functions, including community building and advocacy 

Curricular Competencies

ü I can apply appropriate strategies in a variety of contexts to guide inquiry, extend thinking, and comprehend texts 

ü I can respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways 

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

I can ask questions 
to help me 
understand text 

I can apply appropriate 
strategies in a variety 
of contexts to 
comprehend texts 

I can apply appropriate 
strategies in a variety 
of contexts to extend 
thinking 

I can apply appropriate 
strategies in a variety 
of contexts to 
comprehend text, 
extend thinking, and 
guide inquiry 

I can evaluate why specific 
strategies for comprehension, 
extending thinking and guiding 
inquiry are more effective than 
others depending on context 

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

I can respond to text I can respond to text 
personally 

I can respond to texts 
creatively 

I can respond to a 
texts critically 

I can respond to diverse 
texts in critical and 
creative ways 



Performance Task One: Listen to the Voices- Using the Placemat

• Considering the various artists you watched and 
listened to, what are the different messages being 
shared? 

• What connections can you make between them? 

• How do the messages connect with First Peoples 
languages, cultures and traditions?

• How are these artists using their voices to share stories 
of who they are?

• Why might hip hop or spoken word be an effective way 
to talk about issues affecting First Peoples? 

• Record your notes on the placemat. You will be 
submitting it.

JB The First Lady performs at the Pipeline Resistance Café for 
Unist’ot’en Camp https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEAyDes1Llw
JB The First Lady Still Here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGTqXZrH374

Andrew Dexel https://www.beatnation.org/andrew-dexel.html
Sonny Assu http://nationtalk.ca/story/a-radical-mixing-by-sonny-assu-
at-canada-gallery
Supaman Why https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiVU-W9VT7Q

Winona Linn Knock Off Native 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_zFOsd_pqA
Zaccheus Jackson: Invicta
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW2EJHZo1a8
Zaccheus Jackson: Of Wings 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKVkOmxdwxQ

N’we Jinan Artist “Home to Me”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgaYz8YWsO8
N’we Jinan Artist “The Highway”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hG_9d260YeI
N’we Jinan Artist “Hide and Seek” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZV9AUQoqfAc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEAyDes1Llw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGTqXZrH374
https://www.beatnation.org/andrew-dexel.html
http://nationtalk.ca/story/a-radical-mixing-by-sonny-assu-at-canada-gallery
http://nationtalk.ca/story/a-radical-mixing-by-sonny-assu-at-canada-gallery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiVU-W9VT7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_zFOsd_pqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW2EJHZo1a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKVkOmxdwxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgaYz8YWsO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hG_9d260YeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZV9AUQoqfAc


Performance Task Two: Social Commentary

Create a digital multimedia commentary which reflects your newfound understanding of Indigenous 
issues in the past, present and future. You may directly respond to the artists or to the issues they are 
highlighting. You should consider the perspective from which you are viewing the texts and respond 
appropriately. 

Student 1: Intellectual Disability

Student 2: Learning Disability

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

I can respond to text I can respond to text 
personally 

I can respond to texts 
creatively 

I can respond to a 
texts critically 

I can respond to diverse 
texts in critical and 
creative ways 



Grade: 11 Subject Area(s): Literary Analysis and Writing 11 –
Unit: Relationships - Families, Communities, and 
the Land p. 287

Planning Team: Kelley 

Big Idea: The exploration of text deepens understanding of one’s 
identity, others, and the world. 

Unit Guiding Question(s): How do our relationships with our family, friends, and 
community strengthen us?

Unit Goals Activities to capture evidence of this goal

Content Goal I know reading strategies. Lesson 3, Literature Circles, p. 289; BLM 3 Reader Response 
Planning and Assessment p. 298

Content Goal
I know writing processes. Lesson 5, Character Write, p. 291, BLM 8; Lesson 8, Writing 

about relationships, RAFT Templates, p. 296; Revise for 
summative; Lesson 7, Interview, p. 292

Curricular 
Competency Goal

I can use writing and design processes to plan, develop, and create engaging 
and meaningful texts for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Formative and summative, BLM 7 Making Connections with 
questions, Parts 1-4. Part 4 is summative; Lesson 7, 
Interview, p. 292;
Unit Summative BLM Body Biography, p. 304 or BLM 
Concept Map, p. 305 

Curricular 
Competency Goal

I can transform ideas and information to create original texts, using various 
genres, forms, structures, and styles 

Lesson 5, Character Write, p. 291 BLM 8, p 307, formative; 
Lesson 7, Interview, p. 292; Making Connections with 
questions, Parts 1-4. Part 4 is summative

Curricular 
Competency Goal

I can demonstrate awareness of how First Peoples’ languages and text reflect 
First Peoples’ cultures, knowledge, histories, and worldviews. 

Lessons 3, 4, Novel Study, Literature Circles, p. 289-, BLM 
Reader Response Planning and Assessment, p. 298-; Reader 
Response Questions, p. 300 -

Curricular 
Competency Goal

I can use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, 
syntax, and diction proficiently, and as appropriate to context. 

Using feedback on drafts to edit. Summative assessments: 
Lesson 5, Character Write; Making connects with guiding 
questions, Part 4; Lesson 7, Interview, final draft; Unit 
summative, Body Biography, or Concept Map

Backward Design Unit Planning Template Shelley Moore, 2018



Name: Date:

Unit Guiding question:
Where are the traces of exploration, expansion and/or colonialization in our community and the world? What artifacts remain and/or are being created to honour the past, present 
and future in ethical ways?

Goals

My evidence of learning Showing my Learning
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I know reading strategies.

I know writing processes.

I can use writing and design processes to plan, 
develop, and create engaging and meaningful texts 
for a variety of purposes and audiences.

I can transform ideas and information to create 
original texts, using various genres, forms, structures, 
and styles 

I can demonstrate awareness of how First Peoples’ 
languages and text reflect First Peoples’ cultures, 
knowledge, histories, and worldviews. 



How do student show what they know?

Communicating 
Learning
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ritten Language

Oral Language
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All Languages (in literacy) are Treated Equal!

Written 
Language

Oral 
Language

Visual 
Language

The MORE WAYS students can 
demonstrate learning, the more 
confident we are of meeting a 

goal

Instead of

The NUMBER OF TIMES, a 
student can show their learning 
in one way, the more confident 

we are of meeting a goal

A
Written 

Language

Oral 
Language

Visual 
Language

A



Rubrics vs. Learning Maps

deficit deficit Standard

goal



www.fivemooreminutes.com Shelley Moore, 2019Episode 6 Strategy



Rubrics vs. Learning Maps

Essential More complex More complex

Learning Outcome



Planning Pyramid

Even More 
Complexity

More 
Complexity

Goal



Goal for ALL (Essential)

Goal for MOST (add complexity)

Goal for FEW (add complexity)

Goal:

Planning Pyramid Goal Template Shelley Moore, 2019

The Baked Potato Planning Strategy:

Elaborations/ Achievement 
Indicators



Learning Outcome:
Student friendly:

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

Our Co-Planning Journey: Learning Continuums
1. Using the elaborations for each learning outcome, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in 
student friendly language

2. We started with the most essential concept of the outcome 
and then we added on complexity

3. We extended the grade level scaffold to include an access point and challenge point



Assessment Language Grade Level
Emerging

Grade Level
Developing

Grade Level
Confident

Grade Level Learning 
Standard

Essential Concept More complexity More complexity

An Additive Continuum of Proficiency

www.fivemooreminutes.com Shelley Moore, 2020

C/C-

B/ B+

A



English 11 Use Backward Design to Identify 
Big Ideas and Guiding Questions 

Big Ideas

• First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present and future.

• New media influence people’s understanding of community

Guiding Questions 

• How are First Peoples using digital spaces to share stories of identity?

• How can digital spaces be used as an opportunity to share issues important to First Peoples?

• What are the impacts on the reader/listener/viewer of the change in the medium (delivery) of story?

• How can I respond using digital platforms?



Identify Learning Standards

Content Competencies

ü I know new media functions, including community building and advocacy 

Curricular Competencies

ü I can apply appropriate strategies in a variety of contexts to guide inquiry, extend thinking, and comprehend texts 

ü I can respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways 
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inquiry are more effective than 
others depending on context 

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending
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personally 
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creatively 
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I can respond to diverse 
texts in critical and 
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Performance Task One: Listen to the Voices- Using the Placemat

• Considering the various artists you watched and 
listened to, what are the different messages being 
shared? 

• What connections can you make between them? 

• How do the messages connect with First Peoples 
languages, cultures and traditions?

• How are these artists using their voices to share stories 
of who they are?

• Why might hip hop or spoken word be an effective way 
to talk about issues affecting First Peoples? 

• Record your notes on the placemat. You will be 
submitting it.

JB The First Lady performs at the Pipeline Resistance Café for 
Unist’ot’en Camp https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEAyDes1Llw
JB The First Lady Still Here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGTqXZrH374
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at-canada-gallery
Supaman Why https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiVU-W9VT7Q

Winona Linn Knock Off Native 
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Zaccheus Jackson: Invicta
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW2EJHZo1a8
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Performance Task Two: Social Commentary

Create a digital multimedia commentary which reflects your newfound understanding of Indigenous 
issues in the past, present and future. You may directly respond to the artists or to the issues they are 
highlighting. You should consider the perspective from which you are viewing the texts and respond 
appropriately. 

Student 1: Intellectual Disability

Student 2: Learning Disability

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

I can respond to text I can respond to text 
personally 

I can respond to texts 
creatively 

I can respond to a 
texts critically 

I can respond to diverse 
texts in critical and 
creative ways 






