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Aligning IEP and 
Classroom Planning Processes



Session 1: Strategies to Get to know Learners



What did you try? What did you notice? What 
questions are coming up?

Session 2: Strategies to Evolve IEPs



Session 3: Strategies to connect IEPs to the Class Review 
Process



Session 4: Strategies to help us reduce barriers for students



Session 5: Strategies to support individual needs, and facilitate 
self regulation of learning



Session 6: Strategies to align IEPs to inclusive classrooms: 
Making IEP goals more inclusive



2023

Your job: March 1, 2024

1. Choose an IEP for a student in your 
target class

2. Look at the goals and reflect on how 
they could be adjusted to reflect the 
updated SMART goal formula

3. Bring the IEP with you to the next 
session



2023

What are you trying?
What are you noticing about your 
thinking and practice?
What questions are coming up?



Session 7: Strategies to align IEPs to 
inclusive classrooms (Part 2): Goodbye Modified Goals; Hello 

Access Points



Activity/Task 

Grade Level Learning 
Standard

Grade Level Goals

Adapted Goals

Modified Goals

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

Forward Design

Same for Everyone

Same for Everyone

Differentiated

DifferentiatedBackward Design

McTigue, 2010

Compromises the 
integrity of 
evaluation

Does not 
compromise the 
integrity 
evaluation

Standards Based

Standardized

UBD: Determining the Learning Standard



Grade Level Learning Standards



• Differentiated curriculum
• Shifts from “benchmark” to “window” of proficiency
• Same entry point for all/ Multiple exit points
• Start from access, add on challenge
• Different from a rubric

S, Moore, 2024

Additive and Asset-Based Learning Continuums



Rubrics vs. Learning Continuum

deficit deficit Most complex 
description

Grade Level Learning 
Standard

S, Moore, 2024





Rubrics vs. Learning Continuum

Essential More complex More complex

Grade Level Learning 
Standard

S, Moore, 2024



Planning Pyramid

Even More 
Complexity

More 
Complexity

Goal



Learning Outcome:
Student friendly:

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the elaborations for each learning outcome, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in 
student friendly language

2. We started with the most essential concept of the outcome 
and then we added on complexity

3. We extended the grade level scaffold to include an access point and challenge point



Rubric: Life Sciences 11

Curricular Competency Goal: Processing and analyzing data and information
Construct, analyze, and interpret graphs, models, and/or diagrams
Student friendly: I can understand data and information by constructing, analyzing and interpreting visual 
representations of information

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

• I can understand 
data and 
information by 
constructing, 
analyzing and 
interpreting visual 
representations of 
information with  
support

• I am beginning to 
understand data and 
information by 
constructing, analyzing 
and interpreting visual 
representations of 
information

• I sometimes understand 
data and information by 
constructing, analyzing 
and interpreting visual 
representations of 
information

• I consistently understand 
data and information by 
constructing, analyzing and 
interpreting visual 
representations of 
information

• I always 
understand data 
and information by 
constructing, 
analyzing and 
interpreting visual 
representations of 
information

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/11/life-sciences


Current Reporting Model in BC

Curricular Competency Goal: Processing and analyzing data and information
Construct, analyze, and interpret graphs, models, and/or diagrams
Student friendly: I can understand data and information by constructing, analyzing and interpreting visual 
representations of information

Emerging - 1 Developing - 2 Confident - 3 Extending - 4

• I have an emerging 
understanding of the 
learning outcome

• I have a developing 
understanding of the 
learning outcome

• I have a proficient 
understanding of the 
learning outcome

• I have a sophisticated 
understanding of the 
learning outcome

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/11/life-sciences


Curricular Competency Goal: Processing and analyzing data and information
Construct, analyze, and interpret graphs, models, and/or diagrams
Student friendly: I can understand data and information by constructing, analyzing and interpreting visual 
representations of information

Approaching - IE Emerging - 2 Developing – 3 Confident – 3.5 Extending - 4

I can build a visual 
representation of data 
by following a model

I can understand a 
visual representation of 
information that is 
familiar to me

I can construct a visual 
representation of data in 
one way

I can understand what a 
visual is communicating 
(what is happening?)

I can construct a visual 
representation of data in 
more than one way

I can analyze a visual 
representation of data 
(How do I know?)

I can construct a visual 
representation of data 
in any way

I can interpret a visual 
representation of data 
(why does this matter?)

I can construct a visual 
representation of data 
based on the purpose

I can interpret a visual 
representation of data 
(what data is missing to 
get a better understanding 
of the data?)

Additive Learning Continuum: Life Science 11

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/11/life-sciences


Specific Expectation:
Student friendly

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the key concepts for each expectation, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in student friendly language

We started with the most essential concept of the outcome and 
then we added on complexity

We extended the grade level scaffold to include an access point and challenge point



Asset Based Learning Continuum



Specific Expectation:B1.2: B1.2 describe, compare, and order numbers in the real number system (rational and irrational 
numbers), separately and in combination, in various contexts
Student friendly: I can describe, compare and put numbers in order

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

I can I can describe, 
compare and order 
positive whole numbers 

• I can describe, compare and 
order integers, fractions and 
decimals

• I can describe, compare and 
order irrational numbers

• I can explain different number 
systems

• I can describe, compare and order 
numbers in combination

• I can make connections between 
different number systems

• I can apply different 
number systems to real 
life scenarios

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the key concepts for each expectation, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in student friendly language

Access point
- IEP goal for students with intellectual disabilities
- Fills in gaps in learning and lagging skills in all students
- Build background and prior knowledge for all students to connect new learning to
- Allow all student to start with success



Specific Expectation:B1.2: B1.2 describe, compare, and order numbers in the real number system (rational and irrational 
numbers), separately and in combination, in various contexts
Student friendly: I can describe, compare and put numbers in order

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

I can I can describe, 
compare and order 
positive whole numbers 

• I can describe, compare and 
order integers, fractions and 
decimals

• I can describe, compare and 
order irrational numbers

• I can explain different number 
systems

• I can describe, compare and order 
numbers in combination

• I can make connections between 
different number systems

• I can apply different 
number systems to real 
life scenarios

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the key concepts for each expectation, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in student friendly language

Emerging (essential understanding of grade level standard)
- The base knowledge and skills needed to move onto more complex knowledge and skills
- Allows students wit intellectual disabilities to access grade level standards
- Clearly communicates what is essential for a “pass” in a standards-based grade book
- All students must show evidence (additive) of essential to be able to move forward



Specific Expectation:B1.2: B1.2 describe, compare, and order numbers in the real number system (rational and irrational 
numbers), separately and in combination, in various contexts
Student friendly: I can describe, compare and put numbers in order

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

I can I can describe, 
compare and order 
positive whole numbers 

• I can describe, compare and 
order integers, fractions and 
decimals

• I can describe, compare and 
order irrational numbers

• I can explain different number 
systems

• I can describe, compare and order 
numbers in combination

• I can make connections between 
different number systems

• I can apply different 
number systems to real 
life scenarios

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the key concepts for each expectation, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in student friendly language

Developing (more complex)
- Adds on to the base or essential know and skill of the learning standard
- Is a scaffold or a step toward fully meeting grade level standard



Specific Expectation:B1.2: B1.2 describe, compare, and order numbers in the real number system (rational and irrational 
numbers), separately and in combination, in various contexts
Student friendly: I can describe, compare and put numbers in order

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

I can I can describe, 
compare and order 
positive whole numbers 

• I can describe, compare and 
order integers, fractions and 
decimals

• I can describe, compare and 
order irrational numbers

• I can explain different number 
systems

• I can describe, compare and order 
numbers in combination

• I can make connections between 
different number systems

• I can apply different 
number systems to real 
life scenarios

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the key concepts for each expectation, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in student friendly language

Confident (more complex)
- Showing evidence of fully meeting grade level expectations of a learning standard



Specific Expectation:B1.2: B1.2 describe, compare, and order numbers in the real number system (rational and irrational 
numbers), separately and in combination, in various contexts
Student friendly: I can describe, compare and put numbers in order

Grade Level

Approaching Emerging Developing Confident Extending

I can I can describe, 
compare and order 
positive whole numbers 

• I can describe, compare and 
order integers, fractions and 
decimals

• I can describe, compare and 
order irrational numbers

• I can explain different number 
systems

• I can describe, compare and order 
numbers in combination

• I can make connections between 
different number systems

• I can apply different 
number systems to real 
life scenarios

Asset Based Learning Continuums
Using the key concepts for each expectation, we constructed a grade-level scaffold in student friendly language

Extending (more complex)
- Showing evidence of knowledge and skill that is beyond the grade level expectation
- Can either be a higher grade level or going deeper within the grade level standard
- All students have the opportunity to learn about extended learning opportunities (even if they do not demonstrate 

evidence of learning at this level of understanding)



Course/Subject/Grade(s):  Math 9 Planning Team:

Unit Guiding Question:  What are statistics? How do I understand statistics? How can I use statistics to understand and respond to a local issue? 

Learning Standards Approaching – IE/ IEP Emerging - 2 Developing – 3 Confident – 3.5 Extending - 4

I know statistics vocabulary 
and what these terms mean

I know where there are statistics in my 
life or statistics that describe my life/ 
community
I know mean, median, mode & range 
and how they are connected

I know what statistics are and why 
they are useful
I know that statistics tell a story

I know what these terms represent 
and communicate
Measures of central tendency 
Standard deviation

I know I know what these terms 
represent and communicate
Confidence interval
Z-scores
distributions

I know how the terms in statistics are 
connected and influence each other
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I can estimate 
reasonably

I can estimate
I can estimate rational numbers
I can use a variety of operations

I can defend an estimation
I can determine a reasonable estimate
I can use a strategy to help me 
estimate reasonably (benchmark)

I can be aware of and use multiple 
strategies to help me estimate 
reasonably 
I can choose a strategy that works for 
me

I can choose a strategy that is most 
strategic and efficient

I can mentally use a variety of 
strategies and operations to create a 
reasonable estimate

I can identify the 
problem
I can come up with 
possible solutions to 
a problem

I can use a math tool following a 
model

I can identify the problem
I can use a strategy to solve a problem
I can use math tools
I can find a possible solution and 
describe my process 

I can use a variety of strategies to 
solve a problem
I know which math tools to use
I can adjust my strategies and math 
tools if my solution doesn’t make 
sense

I can choose the most efficient 
strategy and math tools to solve a 
problem
I can justify my solution

I can integrate solutions and adjust 
depending on the task

I can identify and 
solve a problem 
connected to my 
local community

I can find/identifying statistics in my 
life

I can notice and understand what 
statistics are telling me in my daily life
I can describe how perspectives 
(diverse /indigenous) can change how 
statistics are presented 

I can wonder about statistics
I can describe what is the story 
(perspective) that specific statistics are 
presenting

I can pose inquiry questions into 
statistics 
I can consider and describe other 
perspectives (diverse /indigenous) and  
possible stories are presenting

I can use statistics to inform and shape 
mine/others’ opinions

I can identify the 
math concept we are 
working with

I can show my learning in one way
I can follow a model

I can explain my mathematical 
argument
I can explain my thinking in many ways 
(oral, written, visually)
I can integrate technology
I can identify that data can be 
interpreted to form different opinion/ 
stories

I can explain my mathematical 
argument by integrating oral, visual 
and written ways
I can recognize bias/others
I can question data by understanding 
the intent/perspectives behind why 
statistics are presented

I can consider an audience when 
explaining my mathematical argument

I can anticipate consequences and 
responses in my explanation

I can connect math 
concepts to each 
other, myself and the 
world

I can find ways that I use math in my 
life

I can connect mathematical concepts 
to help us better understand ourselves 
and our daily life

I can connect mathematical concepts 
to the world around us (news, 
traditional practices, media)
I can connect mathematical concepts 
to other curricular areas/concepts

Using mathematical concepts to form 
an argument in support of an issue or 
an opinion

I can connect mathematical concepts 
to concepts in social justice 

Scaffolded Learning Continuums: Unit Learning Maps              Dr. Shelley Moore, 2023



2. Start with 
determining 
the most 
essential 
concept of 
the standard 
and then add 
on complexity

3. Extend the 
grade level 
standard to 
include an 
access point 
and challenge 
point









All the Access Points for 
each unit in his Socials 11 
class

Grade level standards

Access points to 
the grade level 
standard



2023

Your job: April 24, 2024

1. Choose a learning standard for a 
unit coming up

2. Use the key concepts in the 
curriculum documents to build an 
asset-based continuum that 
includes an access point and an 
extension



2023

- Getting to know ALL students in an inclusive 
classroom

- Aligning IEP supports to inclusive 
classrooms

- Aligning IEP goals to an inclusive classroom
- Aligning IEP assessment to an inclusive 

classroom

Our plan together



2023

Session 8: Aligning IEP goals to inclusive 
classrooms: Goodbye Adaptions; Hello 
UDL!




