


2023

WHAT DOES
inclusion

MEAN?



How do we 
include people 

with disabilities?

How do we 
teach to identity?

How do we teach 
to diversity?

2023

WHAT IS inclusion ?
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HOW do we DO

inclusion ?



Guiding Conditions of inclusion describe that all students...

are PRESUMED 
competent and 

as having 
POTENTIAL

are PLACED in 
and attending 

inclusive 
classrooms and 

schools

are in PROXIMITY 
to and 

PARTICIPATING  
with PEERS

have 
PURPOSEFUL 

roles and 
responsibilities

are PLANNED for 
from the start
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Guiding Conditions of inclusion describe that all teachers...

Can collaborate with 
multiple perspectives

Have time and space 
to respond to and 

design for variability

Can support students 
using universal design 
and layered support 

processes

Can access inclusive 
professional 

development that is 
situated, ongoing, and 

inquiry oriented
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• Many children with disabilities, although 
present, typically spend their day 
socially isolated in places and activities 
working on the side with individually 
assigned assistants. (Jameson, Mcdonnell, 

Polychronis & Riesen, 2008; Feldman, Carter, Asmus & 
Brock, 2015) 

• This approach used to support children 
with disabilities in classrooms, has little 
to no research to back it up (Giangreco & 

Doyle, 2007; Carter, Sisco, Melekoglu & Kurkowski, 2007)

• Educational assistants and support staff 
that children with disabilities are left to 
interact with, “may prevent the very 
social goals they are present to 
promote (2010)” (Giangreco & Doyle, 2007)

2023



Proximity Influences Participation

The most social participation

The most learning participation

The least social participation

The least learning participation

1-2
1-1

2-1

3-1 4-1 5-1

5-2
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Place Based Planning

Place

Who am I?

Who am I 
with?

Where I 
am?

Historically programming for children with disabilities 
has not been connected to place, it has been 
connected to individual deficit areas

Place can influence what an individual’s identities, 
roles, responsibilities and contributions are

Place connects individuals within a community to 
each other

Place can influence barriers that individuals are 
experiencing

Place reflects an inclusive vision – increasing the 
places where individuals have purpose and belonging
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Which condition is a strength area for 
your classroom, school, or district?

Which condition is a target area to 
advocate for your classroom, school, or 
district?



What is one useful idea?
What is one question you have?
What is one thing you learned?
What is one thing you want to want to share with 
someone who is not here?
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T H A N K  Y O U !

G E T  I N  T O U C H
E m a i l :  b o o k i n g s @ d r s h e l l e y m o o r e . c o m

L E A R N  M O R E
W e b :  w w w . d r s h e l l e y m o o r e . c o m


