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How do we 
include people 

with disabilities?

How do we 
teach to identity?

How do we teach 
to diversity?
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How do we do

inclusion ?



Guiding Conditions of inclusion describe that all students...

are PRESUMED 
competent and 

as having 
POTENTIAL

are PLACED in 
and attending 

inclusive 
classrooms and 

schools

are in PROXIMITY 
to and 

PARTICIPATING  
with PEERS

have 
PURPOSEFUL 

roles and 
responsibilities

are PLANNED for 
from the start

2023
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Which condition is the strength 
area for your classroom or 
school?

Which condition is an area that 
needs to be targeted in your 
classroom or school?
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Why is Presuming Competence Important?

Even if we are wrong about a child’s capability 
to have access inclusive community programs 
with their peers, the consequences of that 
presumption being wrong are not as 
dangerous as the alternative.

Cheryl Jorgenson



How can we Presuming Competence?

•Children with disabilities so often need to 
“prove” that they can behave before 
given access to community programming

•Biklen & Burke suggest: 
• Rather than proving their ability, presuming 

competence is assuming that all children 
have ability in any and all places



How can we Presuming Competence?

• Focus more on strengths, interests, abilities, barriers and needs and 

less on deficits 

• Make space for student voice and agency and give opportunities for 

students to be a part of the decision making in their educational 

programming

• Provide children with a means to communicate other than words 

(visuals, gestures, voice)

Jorgenson, McSheehan & Sonnenmeier



How can we Presuming Competence?

What Self Advocates say:

• Talk to me, not my support dog, or my support staff, or my parents

• Do not call me “low functioning” or refer to me as a developmental 

age, E.g., “like a 2-year-old”

• Use age-appropriate tone of voice, inflection, vocabulary, and 

conversation topics when interacting with me

• Respect my privacy when talking about my personal care, medical 

needs and/or personal and sensitive information

Jorgenson, McSheehan & Sonnenmeier



Is Presuming Competence Enough?

Nope!

Now we need to focus on the decisions 
that we make that are based on our 
perceptions and assumptions about 
students
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How do we increase 
opportunities for

inclusion
to happen?



Why does place matter?
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Location vs. Place

Existence vs. Belonging
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Place Based Planning

Place

Who am I?

Who am I 
with?

Where I 
am?

Historically programming for children with disabilities 
has not been connected to place, it has been 
connected to individual deficit areas

Place can influence what an individual’s identities, 
roles, responsibilities and contributions are

Place connects individuals within a community to each 
other

Place can influence barriers that individuals are 
experiencing

Place reflects an inclusive vision – increasing the 
places where individuals have purpose and belonging
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Balancing advocacy efforts with real life 
contexts and structures of 
schooling…starting with inclusive 
enrollment



2023

Balancing Programming

Strategic and Explicit













Strategy: Place Alignment Planner

• For students who are not included in any places
• For students who are partially included in some places
• For students who are existing, but not belonging in an 

inclusive place (AND have some challenging 
behaviour)
•NOT for students who are already included
•NOT for students who are not having challenging 

behaviour

I & CBIEPs Session 2        
       Shelley Moore, 2020
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