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When the conditions are 
right, everyone can be

successful



Guiding Conditions of inclusion describe that all students...

are PRESUMED 
competent and 

as having 
POTENTIAL

are PLACED in 
and attending 

inclusive 
classrooms and 

schools

are in PROXIMITY 
to and 

PARTICIPATING  
with PEERS

have 
PURPOSEFUL 

roles and 
responsibilities

are PLANNED for 
from the start
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What happens when there is a perception that a child “can’t”
We put students with 
disabilities into special 
programs outside of general 
education learning “skills”

We assume that 
students with 
disabilities are 
unable to be 
successful in 
general education

Even if students are enrolled in 
a general education classroom, 
they are still not often expected 
to access activities, and focus is 
placed on behaviour skills aimed 
to normalize them

We assume that 
students with 
disabilities will not 
benefit from being 
in general education 
with their peers

Students with and without 
disabilities do not get the 
opportunity to share learning 
experiences together

Which would lead to a shift in 
perception in the competence 
of disability

Non-disabled children & families 
do not get to see what students 
with disabilities are capable of 
or what they can contribute
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A VERY DANGEROUS ASSUMPTION



The Least Dangerous Assumption

Even if we are wrong about a child’s capability 
to have access inclusive community programs 
with their peers, the consequences of that 
presumption being wrong are not as 
dangerous as the alternative.

Cheryl Jorgenson



The Least Dangerous Assumption

Changing our mindset about disability will change 
how we respond and make decisions about 
educational and community programming.

Access to inclusive community programs, promotes 
learning, inclusion, achievement and quality of life 
after schooling, for both children with and without 
disabilities.



The Power of Perception 
(Moore, Butler & Schnellert 2022)



How can we Presuming Competence?

•Children with disabilities so often need to 
“prove” that they can behave before 
given access to community programming

•Biklen & Burke suggest: 
• Rather than proving their ability, presuming 

competence is assuming that all children 
have ability in any and all places



How can we Presuming Competence?

• Focus more on strengths, interests, abilities, barriers and needs and 

less on deficits 

• Make space for student voice and agency and give opportunities for 

students to be a part of the decision making in their educational 

programming

• Provide children with a means to communicate other than words 

(visuals, gestures, voice)

Jorgenson, McSheehan & Sonnenmeier



How can we Presuming Competence?

What Self Advocates say:

• Talk to me, not my support dog, or my support staff, or my parents

• Do not call me “low functioning” or refer to me as a developmental 

age, E.g., “like a 2-year-old”

• Use age-appropriate tone of voice, inflection, vocabulary, and 

conversation topics when interacting with me

• Respect my privacy when talking about my personal care, medical 

needs and/or personal and sensitive information

Jorgenson, McSheehan & Sonnenmeier



Is Presuming Competence Enough?

Nope!

Now we need to focus on the decisions 
that we make that are based on our 
perceptions and assumptions about 
students







What is one useful idea?

What is one thing you want to try?

What is one thing you want to think about?

What is one thing you want to learn more about?

What is one ting you want to share with someone 

who is not here today?
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