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WHAT DOES

inclusion
MEAN?















What are you connecting to?
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What are you thinking about?
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WHAT IS
inclusion

?



What is useful so far?
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Communities 
of Identity

Communities 
of Diversity

WHAT IS inclusion ?
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How do we do inclusion ?

Including 
‘special needs’ children 
into general education 

classrooms

Teaching and designing to  

 diversity 
(that includes Disability)

Creating safe spaces for students to

 identify
(that includes Disability)
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When the conditions are 
right, everyone can be

successful



Guiding Conditions of inclusion describe that all students...

are PRESUMED 
competent and 

as having 
POTENTIAL

are PLACED in 
and attending 

inclusive 
classrooms and 

schools

are in PROXIMITY 
to and 

PARTICIPATING  
with PEERS

have 
PURPOSEFUL 

roles and 
responsibilities

are PLANNED for 
from the start
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Location vs. Place

Existence vs. Belonging
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Place Based Planning

Place

Who am I?

Who am I 
with?

Where I 
am?

Historically programming for children with disabilities 
has not been connected to place, it has been 
connected to individual deficit areas

Place can influence what an individual’s identities, 
roles, responsibilities and contributions are

Place connects individuals within a community to each 
other

Place can influence barriers that individuals are 
experiencing

Place reflects an inclusive vision – increasing the 
places where individuals have purpose and belonging
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Place Based Planning

Place

Who am I?

Who am I 
with?

Where I 
am?



What is the role of peers

in supporting inclusion?



How are peers with and without disabilities ALREADY participating 

together throughout their school day?

OR

How do you hope that students with and without disabilities could 

participate together in the future? 
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Proximity to and 
Participation 
with Peers
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• Many children with disabilities, although 
present, typically spend their day 
socially isolated in places and activities 
working on the side with individually 
assigned assistants. (Jameson, Mcdonnell, 
Polychronis & Riesen, 2008; Feldman, Carter, Asmus & 
Brock, 2015) 

• This approach used to support children 
with disabilities in classrooms, has little 
to no research to back it up (Giangreco & 
Doyle, 2007; Carter, Sisco, Melekoglu & Kurkowski, 2007)

• Educational assistants and support staff 
that children with disabilities are left to 
interact with, “may prevent the very 
social goals they are present to 
promote (2010)” (Giangreco & Doyle, 2007)
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Proximity Influences Participation

The most social participation

The most learning participation

The least social participation

The least learning participation

1-2
1-1

2-1

3-1
4-1 5-1

5-2
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How do we increase student proximity?

• Create seating plans strategically so they are flexible and always giving 
students with and without disabilities different opportunities to be 
together

• Prevent students with disabilities from working in isolation with a support 
adult by:
• Having an adult work with a group of students with and without 

disabilities
• Having adults circulate, and not be stationary
• Having adults facilitate peer mentoring and support



How do we increase student Participation?

• It was more likely for students with disabilities and their peers 
to participate in social activities without adult facilitation

• It was more likely for students with disabilities and their peers 
to participate in learning activities when:
• Adults facilitated peer support and connection
• Learning activities were designed to be accessible for all 

students
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http://www.engagingalllearners.ca/sal/peer-mentoring/index.php?id=3



http://www.engagingalllearners.ca/sal/peer-mentoring/index.php?id=3



Why are Peer Connections Important?
Benefits for Students with Disabilities

• Increased attendance
• Increased outcomes during 

school
• Increased outcomes after leaving 

school
• Increased friendships
• Decreased stigma
• Increased access to and growth 

within grade level curriculum

Benefits for Peers

• Increased attendance
• Increased access to support and 

accessible planning
• Increased appreciation of diversity
• Personal growth
• Increased awareness of disability 

issues
• Increased advocacy Skills
• Increased interest in pursuing careers 

in field
• Increased friendships
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What is one useful idea?

What is one question you have?

What is one thing you learned?

What is one thing you want to want to share with 

someone who is not here?
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T H A N K  Y O U !

G E T I N  T OU C H
E m a i l :  b o o k i n g s @ d r s h e l l e y m o o r e . c o m

L E A R N M OR E
W e b :  w w w . d r s h e l l e y m o o r e . c o m
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