


Including 
‘special needs’ students 
into general education 

classrooms

Creating space for 
students to feel confident 

and safe to identify? 
(that includes students 

who are Disabled)

Teaching and designing for  

 diversity 
(that includes Disability)

WHAT IS inclusion ?
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HOW do we DO

inclusion ?



CURRICULUM & 
ASSESSMENT 

DESIGN

INSTRUCTIONAL 
DESIGN

Adjustable Supports & Strategies
NEEDS BASED 

DESIGN

What grade level curriculum are we using?
What are the learning standards?

What are the student needs?
What barriers are getting in the way?
What do student require to navigate 

needs & barriers?

How will students show growth 
within the learning standard?

How do we know?

Student choice of tools and actions

Who are the pilots?
What are their dimensions?

Where is their agency?

Students
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When the conditions are 
right, everyone can be

successful
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What is a barrier?

What is a need?



2023
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Reducing Barriers

Supporting Needs



“When a flower doesn’t 
bloom, you fix the 
environment in which it grows, 
not the flower.”

-Alexander den Heijer

2023



FIRST! Reduce or eliminate barriers in place by reducing or 
eliminating barriers for everyone in the community

All plants 
need light

All plants 
need moisture

All plants 
need space

2023



Universal Design for Learning 3.0

All students 
need to be 
engaged

All students 
need to 

understand
All students 

need to show 
learning



See: https://udlguidelines.cast.org/



NEXT! Determine the needs of individuals and anticipate the 
supports & strategies that they will require in universal ways

Some plants need 
added nutrients

Some plants need 
companions
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THEN! Determine the needs of individuals and anticipate the 
supports & strategies that they will require in individualized ways

A few plants may need very 
specific temperatures and 

humidity levels

2023



MULTIPLE LAYERS OF 

SUPPORT

2023



Multiple Layers of Needs Based Support

Moore, 2023

Individualized

Targeted

Universal

+

+

What everyone/most
need

What one needs

What some need

Supports & Strategies are 
useful for ALL
taught to ALL

Supports & Strategies are 
useful for SOME
taught to ALL
choice for ALL

Supports & Strategies are 
useful for ONE
Taught to ALL



Increasing Inclusive & Equitable Access 
by Designing for Individual Needs

Moore, 2023

Equitable
Access

Physical 
/Personal

Needs

Social & 
Emotional 

Needs

Learning & 
Curriculum 

Needs



Increasing Inclusive & Equitable Access 
by Designing for Individual Needs

Moore, 2023

Equitable
Access

• Attention
• Anxiety 
• Communication 

(receptive)
• Communication 

(expressive)
• Eating/Food
• Engagement/Motivation
• Executive functioning
• Family/community and/or 

identity
• Frustration/ Anger
• Grief/ Trauma 

• Gross and/or Fine motor
• Intellectual ability (access)
• Intellectual ability 

(challenge)

Physical / 
Personal

Needs

Social & 
Emotional 

Needs

Learning & 
Curriculum 

Needs

• Language
• Literacy (decoding)
• Literacy (understanding)
• Literacy (written output)
• Literacy (Speaking/ oral 

language)
• Medical
• Memory
• Numeracy 
• Personal Care
• Physical/Mobility
• Self Advocacy
• Self Regulation (emotional)
• Self Regulation (behavioural)
• Self Regulation(learning)
• Self Esteem
• Self Harm
• Sensory 
• Social Skills
• Transitioning
• Vision and/or hearing















Who needs the MOST support?

Who needs the MOST challenge?

What supports & strategies are useful for MOST/ALL?
•   
•  
•  
•  
•  

What supports & strategies are useful for SOME? (Choice for ALL)
•  
•  
•  
•  

What supports & strategies are useful for ONE? (Individualized)
•  
•  
•  

Universal

Targeted

Essential

Need:   Students in Mind:

Moore, 2023



Planning for ALL
Grade 9 Humanities

Moore, 2023

Need: Multilingual Learners        Students in Mind: HP, LG, AF, LD , LD, SS, WR

Who needs the MOST support?

Who needs the MOST challenge?

What supports & strategies are useful for ALL?
• Relationships with student, families and caregivers
• Multi-lingual word/picture wall
• Books with  diverse characters
• Everyone learns words in a new language words
• Learn language across all curricular areas
• Speak clear, slow and allow for wait time
• Multiple ways to show learning (visual, oral, written)
• Celebrate language diversity in class/school

What supports & strategies are useful for SOME? (Choice for ALL)
• iPad for visual translation/communication support
• Sentence frames
• Visuals/ objects
• Strategic Pairings
• QSSSA  strategy (question, signal, stem, share, assess
• Allow previewing of information in home language

What supports & strategies are useful for ONE? (Individualized)
• Individual student co-developed language goals
• Individual conferencing/direct instruction during work time 

(not lesson time)

Universal

Targeted

Essential

Module 3



www.teachspeced.ca



Supports & Strategies

https://www.teachspeced.ca



“AI” Assistant - Dale

Can you give me some tools and strategies to support 
(who) to manage (need)?

Can you give me some tools and strategies to support 
grade 10 students to manage executive functioning 
needs?

And then ask yourself:
- Is this a strategy that is useful for everyone, a choice for 
everyone, or is it an individualized strategy?



“AI” Assistant - Dale

Can you give me some tools and strategies to support 
(who) to manage (need) needs?

Can you give me some tools and strategies to support a 
grade 5 student with Down Syndrome, to manage anxiety 
needs?

And then ask yourself:
- Is this a strategy that is useful for everyone, a choice for 
everyone, or is it an individualized strategy?



What is one useful idea?

What is one thing you want to try?

What is a question that you have?

What is one thing you want to learn more about?

What is one thing you want to share with 

someone who is not here today?

2024

Final Reflections
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